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C. GUTTMAN 


BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 

December 17, 2001. The time is 1150 a.m. I'm 

Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion, 

New York City Fire Department. 

Q. Conducting an interview with? 

A. Firefighter Charles Guttman, Ladder 128. 

Q. In regards to the events of September 11, 
2001. Charles, if you would, in your own words, tell 
us what happened on that day. 

A. We were held up at the Queens Midtown Tunnel 
and finally when we got released, the first tower, we 
heard reports of it falling as we were in the tunnel. 
We got to the scene, on the West Side Highway, quite a 
distance from the towers, started approaching the 
tower, got to about West and Vesey when the second 
tower came down, started coming down, in which I turned 
and ran away from the falling tower. 

Q. Approaching the towers, were you coming from 
the north, the south? 

A. This way, so what is that. 

Q. Coming from the north? 

A. Coming from the north, correct. 

Q. After this tower collapsed did you run back 


to the north? 
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A. Back. 

Q. When you were at the building did you see 
anybody or any units in particular? 

A. We never got close to the building. We got 
to Vesey and West. I saw people jumping and it started 
to come down. I got covered with dust and then found 
the Lieutenant, all the members in the unit, they went 
into the rubble. 

Q. Did you hear any handy talky transmissions 
prior to the building coming down or after it came 
down? 

A. Negative. Not that I remember. I'm sure 
(inaudible). Some people running scared, police saying 
get out of here. 

Q. Is that it? 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Charlie, thanks for 


the interview, the time is 11:51 a.m. 


